CONCLUSION
He was also capable of conceiving great truth,
human, moral, and spiritual, but with a quality of
imagination which, despite its excellence, has
somewhat limited his scope. " The Ignorance of
Man " is a wise and brilliant essay, yet it is little
read. It has produced no disciples. Why? Because
men are not moved by a religious vision so little
solemn and awful. They are not content with an
ingenious heaven, nor can they worship a clever
and dexterous God. They do not like to think of
the visible universe as a subtle hypocrisy, however
beneficial to the soul Bagehot is in some respects
a sounder, and certainly a more modern, thinker
than Newman, yet his religious works, I need
scarcely say, will be much less remembered. People
feel that a lofty subject should be treated with lofty
imagination.
His discussions of politics and government reveal
a similar limitation, though in this case many
may consider it a fortunate one. Both Burke and
Bagehot realized that in the lowest and most obvious
sense the English Constitution was but a body of
useful political habits, and they knew very
accurately what those habits were. Yet both felt
also that the Constitution was something more.
To Burke it was a structure ancient and mighty, the
work of English heroes and of the English race, a
kind of vast, invisible cathedral of moral accom-
plishment, through whose Gothic windows, in holy
and gorgeous light, shone the Eternal Wisdopi.
In a higher sense it was in itself a divine meaning
echoing through the centuries in the souls of men,
a second covenant or revelation, conferring mighty
benefits and laying awful obligations. To Bagehot